
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AJLUN, UMM QAYS 

UMM QAYS 

Renowned in its time as a cultural center,Gadara (known today as UmmQays), was the home of several classical poets and 

philosophers, including Theodorus, founder of a rhetorical school in Rome. Known for its black stone basalt, it is perched on a 

splendid hilltopoverlooking the Jordan Valley and the Sea of Galilee, Umm Qays boasts an impressive colonnaded terrace and 

the ruins of two theaters. Find yourself on the magnificent terrace of a fine restaurant with a breathtaking view of three 

countries.  

What To See 

The main sites are the ruins of the Roman city, with its Western Theater,colonnaded street, mausoleum and baths. The Umm 

Qays Museum contains artefacts, mosaics and statues. 

 

AJLUN 

Ajlun Castle (Qal’at Ar-Rabad) was built by Saladin’s general in 1184 AD to control the iron mines of Ajlun, and to counter the 

progress of the Crusaders by dominating the three main routes leading to the Jordan Valley and protecting the communication 

routes between Jordan and Syria. It is a fine example of Islamic architecture dominating a wider stretch of the northern Jordan 

Valley. Close to Ajlun is Anjara, a Christian pilgrimage site where Jesus Christ,his mother Mary, and his disciples passed through 

and rested in a nearby cave now commemorated with the Church of Our Lady of the Mountain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JERASH 
JERASH 

The city’s golden age came under Roman rule and the site is now generally acknowledged to be one of the best preserved 

Roman provincial towns in the world. Hidden for centuries in sand before being excavated and restored over the past 70 years, 

Jerash reveals paved and colonnaded streets, soaring hilltop temples, handsome theaters, spacious public squares and 

plazas,baths, fountains and city walls pierced by towers and gates. 

What To See 

• Hadrian’s Arch 

• Hippodrome 

• Colonnaded Street 

• Cathedral 

• North Theater 

• South Theater 

• Jerash Archaeological Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PETRA 
A world wonder, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and Jordan’s most valuable treasure, Petra is Jordan’s greatest tourist 

attraction. It is a vast and unique city, carved into the sheer rock face by the Nabataeans, an industrious Arab civilization, who 

settled here more than 2000 years ago, turning it into an important junction for the silk, spice and other trade routes that 

linked China, India, and southern Arabia with Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome. The Nabataean Kingdom existed for centuries, 

and Petra became widely admired for its refined culture, massive architecture and ingenious complex of dams and water 

channels. Ultimately, however, the Roman Emperor Trajan annexed the Kingdom. By the 14th century, Petra was completely 

lost to the West, and so it remained for almost 300 years. Then in 1812, a Swiss traveller, Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, persuaded 

his guide to take him to the site of the rumored lost city. Secretly making notes and sketches, he wrote: “It seems very probable 

that the ruins at Wadi Musa are those of the ancient Petra. 

What To See 

Petra’s most famous monument, the Treasury or Al-Khazneh, appearsdramatically at the end of the Siq. Used in the final 

sequence of the film “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade”, this towering façade is only the first of Petra’s secrets. A climb of 

over 900 rock-cut steps will bring you to what most visitors consider their highlight - a gigantic 1st century Monastery (Deir). To 

visit Petra during daylight is awe inspiring; to experience it at night by the light of 1,800 candles is truly out-of-this-world! Walk 

through the Siq to the Khazneh following a candle-lit path and enjoy the haunting music of the Bedouins at the Treasury. Tours 

start at 8.30pm and finish at 10.00pm every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. A modest shrine commemorating the death of 

Prophet Aaron (PBUH), brother of Prophet Moses (PBUH), was built in the 13th century by the Mameluk Sultan, high atop 

Mount Aaron (Jabal Haroun) in the Sharah mountain range. Do not miss the Petra Archaeological Museum, and Petra 

Nabataean Museum. 

   

 

 

 

A world wonder, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and Jordan’s most valuable treasure, Petra is Jordan’s greatest tourist 

attraction. It is a vast and unique city, carved into the sheer rock face by the Nabataeans, an industrious Arab civilization, who 

settled here more than 2000 years ago, turning it into an important junction for the silk, spice and other trade routes that 

linked China, India, and southern Arabia with Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome. The Nabataean Kingdom existed for centuries, 
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lost to the West, and so it remained for almost 300 years. Then in 1812, a Swiss traveller, Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, persuaded 

his guide to take him to the site of the rumored lost city. Secretly making notes and sketches, he wrote: “It seems very probable 

that the ruins at Wadi Musa are those of the ancient Petra 

 



 

AQABA 
 

 
 

Contrasting the rose-coloured desert to the North, the indigo-coloured deep water lies just off shore in Aqaba, offering 

kaleidoscopic marine life within easy reach, and an array of fish darting through the ocean. Common species are branch coral, 

fungia, and montipora, and the rare archelia - a black, tree like specimen found at great depths and first discovered by the late 

King Hussein himself. There is snorkelling, fishing and sailing, or glass-bottomed boats for those who prefer to keep marine life 

at arm’s length. There is a Mameluk Fort (now known as Aqaba Fort) at the end of the corniche and, on an island in the middle 

of the Gulf, the castle of Saladin, foe of Richard the Lion heart and Reynald de Chatillon. In this century, Arab forces with T. E. 

Lawrence of Arabia, wrestled the port from the Ottomans in one of the most dramatic victories of the Arab Revolt. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What To See 

• Aqaba Marine Science Station 

• Aqaba Birds Observatory 

• Aqaba Archaeological Museum 

• Aqaba Fort 

 


